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Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA 1) Program
Purpose: provides assistance with rent, utilities, other expenses related to housing, and housing 

stability services for low-income households experiencing financial hardship due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Tribal Set Aside and Disbursements
o $800 million set aside for Tribal Communities 

− $797.6 million for Indian Tribes or their Tribally Designated Housing Entity (TDHE)
− $2.4 million (.3%) Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) set-aside

o 301 Tribes/TDHES, including DHHL

Allocation Methodology 
o Each IHBG participant receives the same proportion of the $797.6 million as it was eligible to 

receive from the total funding in FY 2020 for the IHBG program

o Each tribe received approximately 121 percent of their FY 2020 IHBG formula allocation. 

o Involuntary recapture will be based on Q2 reporting data. Information regarding the Tribal 
recapture process was released on March 30, 2022. 
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Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA 1) Program

Implementation 

o In response to Tribal leaders’ feedback, the program adopted the following flexibilities for 
Tribal recipients.

o Permitted Tribes to serve members living outside Tribal lands and non-members living on 
Tribal lands. 

o Allowed self-attestation of COVID-19-related financial hardship and household income, as 
well as categorical eligibility and fact-specific proxies to determine income eligibility.

o Modified the definition of area median income for Tribes under the ERA 1 program to 
match the definition under the IHBG program.

o Tribal recipients were not subject to the September 30, 2021 deadline to obligate 65% of 
funds and the reallocation process will not occur for Tribes prior to April 2022.  Treasury 
also held a consultation on reallocation to inform Tribes on the development of this 
process for Tribes.

o Regarding compliance, Tribal recipients do not have to submit monthly reports. Tribes 
only report on a subset of the data points in the quarterly reports (ex: Tribal recipients do 
not submit household-level information for each payment made to or on behalf of an 
eligible household). 
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ERA 1 Excess Funds and Recapture

Recapture

o Each Tribal government will be allowed to retain funds from its initial ERA 1 award that are 

unobligated as of June 30, 2022, in an amount equal to the largest amount of ERA 1 funds the 

Tribe has spent on assistance in any quarter.

o Any unobligated funds beyond that amount will be considered excess funds and subject to 

recapture. 

o Treasury will measure ERA 1 expenditures (including prior quarters’ expenditures) and 

obligations based on the Q2 2022 report, which is due on July 15, 2022. 

o Treasury will reallocate ERA 1 funds for Tribal governments after the Q2 2022 reporting period 

ending on June 30, 2022. 
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ERA 1 Excess Funds and Recapture
o Treasury will not recapture funds that a Grantee has obligated.  

o Pursuant to the published Reallocation Guidance, Treasury will consider funds to be obligated 

if they meet any of the following conditions: 

– Funds have actually been spent providing financial assistance or housing stability 

services for eligible households;

– The funds are needed to pay for assistance promised in a commitment letter issued to 

induce a landlord to enter a rental agreement with an eligible household under 

Treasury’s ERA FAQ 35; or 

– Subject to the conditions described in Treasury’s Guidance concerning subrecipients, the 

Grantee has entered into a binding agreement or funding commitment requiring the 

Grantee to disburse the funds to a third party for eligible ERA 1 purposes (a Contractual 

Obligation).

o Any funds from the initial ERA 1 disbursement (not including funds received through 

reallocation) that are unobligated on September 30, 2022 must be returned to Treasury at 

that time.
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ERA 1 Reallocation 
o A Tribal government may request reallocated funds only if it has obligated at least 65% of its 

own initial ERA 1 allocation.

o Recaptured funds from Tribal governments will be prioritized for other Tribal governments 

that request reallocated funds.

o Tribal governments that received reallocated funds may qualify for a 90-day extension, 

permitting use of funds received through reallocation until December 29, 2022.  

o Tribal Governments that wish to receive reallocated funds may submit a request to receive 

funds recaptured from state, local, and territorial ERA 1 Grantees through Treasury’s ERA 1 

Portal.
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ERA1 Reporting

o Upcoming quarterly reporting deadline: July 15, 2022

o For the reporting period of April 1, 2022 – June 30, 2022

o Tribal governments must submit their reports through Treasury’s online reporting portal

o Tribal governments should also ensure that they have submitted all required past reports; 
submission of the most recent report does not relieve the obligation to submit prior 
reports
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Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA 1) Program

Highlighted Projects

Northern Arapaho Tribal Housing
o Assists households, on and off reservation, that are native and non-native in rental and utility payments.

o Partnering with other Tribes and the State of Wyoming to ensure all residents of the service area are served.
o 410 households received assistance in the rental program
o 257 households received assistance in the utilities program

Washoe Housing Authority
o Assists Tribal members and direct descendants

o Provides relief for rental payments and arrears, utilities, and monthly costs of firewood specifically for heating and 
cooking
o 191 households received assistance in the rental program
o 94 households received assistance in the utilities program

The Klamath Tribes 
o Providing relief for Klamath Tribal members living in Oregon who are facing eviction for non-payment of rent and utility 

payments
o 619 households received assistance in the rental program
o 495 households received assistance in the utilities program 

Northern Circle Indian Housing Authority 
o Proactively works with prospective tenants, private landlords, and property managers to house unhoused members
o Provides rental assistance, financial counseling with a holistic and human-centered approach 
o Secured new leases for over 100 previously unhoused individuals 
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ERA 1 Grantee Resources 

o Example Screens

o Program service and design: tips on program websites and application processes

o https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-
governments/emergency-rental-assistance-program/service-design

o Promising Practices 

o Treasury has engaged with ERA grantees across the country to identify program strategies 
that promise to:

– speed up program implementation
– more efficiently deliver program benefits
– enhance program integrity
– improve tenant and landlord access to programs—particularly for vulnerable and 

harder to reach populations

o https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-
governments/emergency-rental-assistance-program/promising-practices
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Online Resources for Grantees

www.Treasury.gov/ERAWebsiteBestPractices
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https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-governments/emergency-rental-assistance-program/service-design
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Example Application Screens

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-
state-local-and-tribal-governments/emergency-rental-assistance-
program/service-design/example-application-screens
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Promising Practice - Utilities
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https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-governments/emergency-rental-assistance-program/service-design/example-application-screens
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Commitment Letters – Promising Practice
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Thank you

For More Information: 

Please visit Treasury’s Emergency Rental 
Assistance website at 
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-
issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-
and-tribal-governments/emergency-rental-
assistance-program

Contact:

Josh Jackson: joshua.jackson@treasury.gov

Vanessa Megaw: vanessa.megaw@treasury.gov

ERA inbox: 
EmergencyRentalAssistance@treasury.gov
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Questions? 
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