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ELDER REHAB GRANT AND HOME REPAIR POLICY

PURPOSE: It is the goal of the Colville Indian Housing Authority (CIHA) to provide elders with
assistance to make their permanent residence as comfortable as possible by providing two
home repair program options. ELDER REHAB GRANT (ERG): This is a one-time grant that does
not require repayment. Grants may not be used to make changes to the dwelling for cosmetic
purposes, unless directly related to removal of health and safety hazards. This Program will be
funded, in whole or in part, with Indian Housing Block Grant funds appropriated pursuant to the
Native American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Act of 1996 (NAHASDA). ELDER
HOME REPAIR (EHR): This is an emergency repair program to help temporarily aid in health and
safety concerns such as water, plumbing, electrical fixture failures, heating systems, and minor
structural deficiencies due to normal wear and tear.

SCOPE: ERG/EHR funds may be used only to pay costs for repairs and improvements which will
remove identified health or safety hazards. Dwellings repaired with grant funds need not be
brought to CIHA development standards or thermal performance standards, nor must all of the
existing hazards be removed provided the dwelling does not continue to have major health or
safety hazards after the planned repairs are made.

A. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO ERG AND EHR PROGRAMS

1. Eligibility must be determined prior to services being performed.

2. Applicants for the EHR Program must be enrolled members of the Confederated Tribes
of the Colville Reservation.

3. Applicants for the ERG Program must be enrolled members of the Confederated Tribes
of the Colville Reservation or members of another Indian tribe (as that term is defined in
the NAHASDA statute).

4. Applicant must be 62 years of age or older.

5. Notwithstanding Section A.4, Applicants who are under the age of 62 years but who
need to make the repairs or the rehabilitation to make their unit accessible for a person
with disabilities (as those terms are defined in 24 CFR part 8) will be eligible if all other
eligibility requirements are met.

6. Applicant’s annual adjusted income must be less than 80% of the national median
income. A copy of the most recent calculation is posted at the CIHA main office. To
determine “income”, CIHA will use the definitions of “Annual Income” and “Income” set
out in 24 CFR 1000.10, and the definition of “Adjusted Income” as set out in Section 4 of
the NAHASDA statute.

a. All sources of income must be reported by all members of the household who are 18
years of age or older. Per NAHASDA statute, income means adjusted gross income
as defined for purposes of reporting under Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Form 1040
for individual Federal annual income tax purposes.



b. Examples of acceptable documentation for income verification are: pay stubs,
income tax statements, copies of checks, bank statements where payments are
received through direct deposit, and statements from Federal, State and Local
agencies.

c. Applicants who are attending college must provide a copy of their C.T.E.A.P.- Higher
Education GRANT CALCULATION form, if applicable, OR verification of any other
student assistance that will be received.

7. The physical improvements must meet the requirements of NAHASDA Section 202 (2)
and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the respective implementing
regulations of both statutes.

8. The property to be improved must meet the following criteria:

a. The property must be the primary and permanent residence of the applicant.

b. The property must be located on or near the Colville Indian Reservation to be
eligible for the ERG Program.

c. The property must be located on the Colville Indian Reservation to be eligible for the
EHR Program.

d. For the ERG Program, the residence cannot be located in a floodplain area.

e. The applicant(s) must have ownership interest in the property that needs
improvement, or for handicap assistance only, MAY be an applicant(s) living full time
in any privately owned home.

f. The residence cannot be a Tribally owned or rented house.

g. The residence cannot be a current CIHA Mutual Help or Rental unit under
management.

9. Any applicant owing a debt to CIHA, shall be considered ineligible until such debt is paid
in full. In the case of a “priority 1” emergency EHR Program applicant, this requirement
may be waived, based on circumstances, by the CIHA Executive Director in his or her
sole discretion.

10. Such other factors, including; criminal activity, physical harm, threats or intimidation of
CIHA staff, and/or other situations that may put the safety and well-being of CIHA and
contractors in jeopardy, that in the sole discretion of the Executive Director or his or her
designee indicate that the family is not a good candidate for the Program.

B. APPLICATION: Applicant(s) must complete and sign CIHA’s Application for the ERG and EHR
Programs. To be considered by CIHA, the application must contain the following documents.
Any exceptions to submission of required documents must be approved by the CIHA Executive
Director, which exception will not be granted unless the Applicant demonstrates that there
was good cause for not providing the required document(s).

1. Verification of Colville Tribal Enrollment or (for the ERG program only) enrollment in
another Indian tribe.

2. Verification of age.

3. Wage verification for all members of the household.

Page | 2/7



The legal description of the home site if any exterior work is anticipated

Verification of ownership of the home and home site. Examples of acceptable
documentation are a title, a copy of the mortgage, or a title status report.

One additional form of identification; social security card, driver’s license or state I.D.

Documentation of the needed repairs to the dwelling, and an estimate of the cost if
available.

Applicant must sign an Acknowledgment of Interim Application stating that an on-site
house inspection will be conducted to determine that unit meets minimum guidelines.

a. Upon completion of the Inspection by the Capital Improvements Department, the
Interim Application will remain pending until funding becomes available.

b. The Capital Improvements Department will review files, Final Report and Cost
Analysis to before final eligibility is approved by the E.D.

Such other information as may be needed or requested by CIHA to determine eligibility
for the program.

C. ELDER REHAB GRANT (ERG)

1.

2.

ERG Limitations: The following limitations will apply to all applications received for this
program.

a. THIS WILL BE A ONCE IN A LIFETIME GRANT PER TRIBAL MEMBER PER FAMILY. This
limitation does not prohibit an applicant who has not received the grant if they have
a familial relationship with an individual who received the grant prior to the
establishment of the relationship. Special circumstances may warrant approval of a
second time use application as described in paragraph C.7.

b. The number of grants to be made under this program will be subject to the
availability of funds CIHA has set aside for that purpose.

c. The grant amount will not exceed $10,000.00 per project. The Executive Director
only in extreme cases and with proper documentation, at his/her sole discretion,
may waive this limit to a maximum of $15,000.00.

d. Due to funding availability and severity of repair/renovations to be conducted in
accordance to Section C. 5., Priority Ratings, only a portion of maximum allowed will
be expended to conduct emergency repairs. Continued work to make repairs as
listed on Inspection Report will be contingent on funding availability.

e. The use of other funding sources and programs are anticipated in order to
accomplish as much as possible. This includes the use of the EHR program for
eligible activities.

Authorized Purposes for ERG: The purposes for which funds may be granted under this
program include, but are not limited to, the following:

a. Installation or repair of sanitary disposal systems, together with related plumbing
and fixtures, which will meet local health department requirements.
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j.

Energy conservation measures such as:

(i) Insulation.
(i) Energy efficient windows and doors.

Repair or replacement of heating system.

Minor electrical wiring.

Repair or replacement of roof (with the exception of manufactured homes).
Replacement of deteriorated siding where energy efficiency is a concern.
Mobile/Manufactured Homes: No repairs will be made on mobile/manufactured
homes that are thirty (30) years or older. Title will be required verifying
manufacture date. Necessary repairs to mobile/manufactured homes will be
contingent upon the following:

(i) The applicant owns the home and site and has occupied the home prior to filing
an application with CIHA.

(i) The mobile/manufacture home is on a permanent foundation. A permanent
foundation will be either:

(iii) A full below grade foundation, or

(iv) A home on blocks, piers or similar foundation with skirting and anchoring tie-
downs to meet local building authority requirements.

(v) The mobile/manufactured home is in need of repairs to remove health or safety
hazards.

Additions to dwellings with grant funds (conventional, manufactured or mobile) only
when it is clearly necessary to remove health or safety hazards to the occupants.
Repair or remodel houses to make accessible and usable for handicapped or
disabled persons.

Other necessary repairs or replacement.

3. Disallowed Uses of ERG Funds:

a.
b.
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Assist in the construction or site improvements for a new dwelling.

Make repairs to a dwelling of such poor condition that when the repairs are
completed, the dwelling will continue to be a major hazard to the safety and health
of the occupants.

Move a mobile/manufactured home from one site to another.

Work on additions to manufactured homes (unless the work completed under an
approved building permit).

Refinance any debt or obligation of the borrower/grantee.

In addition, grant funds may not be used to make changes to the dwelling for
cosmetic or convenience purposes, unless the work is directly related to the removal
of hazards. Cosmetic and convenience changes may include, but are not limited to:

(i) Painting.
(ii) Paneling.
(iii) Carpeting.



(iv) Improving clothes closets or shelving.
(v) Improving kitchen cabinets.

(vi) Air conditioning.

(vii) Landscape plantings

4. ERG Handicapped Accessibility Exception: Under the ERG Program, consideration for
limited services will be given to applicants who have permanent physical impairments
and whose request for grant assistance is based on making their home accessible.

a.

Those individuals who have the need for home handicap accessibility in order to
function independently can be considered for this one-time service.

A doctor’s note will be required to confirm the individual’s impairment. The same
NAHASDA income guidelines apply.

The same maximum grant amounts and procedures will be applicable with the
exception of the minimum age requirement of 62 years of age.

The scope of work includes handicap ramps, handicap bathroom and shower
facilities, and wall rails. The Grant will be utilized to help the physically impaired live
their lives independently under decent, safe and sanitary conditions.

5. ERG Selection of Grantees and Priority Ratings: The CIHA will select grantees based on
the Elder’s current living conditions and based on the availability of funding. No
applicant has a right or entitlement to such a grant. The CIHA will prioritize the order in
which Elder Repair Grant projects will be selected based on the application, an
interview, and a CIHA Inspection and Report. The priority designations are as follows:

a.

Priority “1”: Situations that pose an immediate health or safety hazard will be given
first priority. Examples include but are not limited to the following: Electrical
problems, water or sewer deficiencies, inadequate plumbing, or structural integrity.
Priority “2”: Conditions that cause a decline in the standard of living for the elder or
pose the threat of a future health or safety hazard will be given second priority.
Repairs to the bathroom facilities, handicap accessibility, roofing and weatherization
are examples of this priority level.

Priority “3”: Projects will be given third priority where minor repairs and
improvements are needed to increase the comfort level for the elder, but cause no
threat to health or safety. Those applicants will be placed on a waiting list according
to CIHA’s evaluation of the situation with consideration given to the date the
application is deemed eligible.

6. ERG Grant Acceptance Agreement: An applicant who is selected must enter into a Grant
Acceptance Agreement with CIHA, setting out the terms and conditions of the grant.
Those terms and conditions include, but shall not be limited to, the following:

a.
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The Grantee must maintain the dwelling as the primary place of residence for at
least three years or agree to repay the grant.

The Agreement will include and require that the Grantee enter into such binding
agreements as are applicable to ensure that the dwelling remains affordable housing



for its “useful life.” If the Grantee violates this requirement, Grantee will be
required to repay to CIHA the amount of the grant provided.

c. The Grant monies are non-repayable when and if the terms of the Grant Acceptance
Agreement have been met.

7. ERG Second time use for disability and accessibility related needs: CIHA will accept
applications from previous EMHRP or ERG recipients for home repairs involving mobility
within the home and accessibility to the home. Approval will be subject to all of the
previously stated conditions. In addition, the following conditions apply.

a. A minimum of 5 years must have elapsed between completion of previous EMHRP
or ERG work and new application.

b. A physician’s note will be required to justify the need for mobility or accessibility
work.

c. The maximum second time grant amount may not exceed $10,000.

D. ELDER HOME REPAIR (EHR)

1. EHR Authorized Purposes for Repair Program: The requested repairs must be health
and safety concerns such as water, plumbing, electrical fixture failures, heating systems,
and minor structural deficiencies due to normal wear and tear.

Repair and possible replacement of plumbing fixtures, pressure tanks and controls.
Repair or replacement of single window or doors for egress.

Repair or replacement of electrical fixtures.

Repairs to heating systems.

Repairs to mitigate roof leaks.

Minor structural deficiencies.

For handicapped persons; issues of accessibility to the home; including temporary or
permanent handicap ramps.

@m0 o0 T

2. EHR Disallowed repairs:

Q

Assist in the construction or site improvements for a new dwelling.

b. Repair requests will be denied if found to be due to homeowner negligence or an act
of vandalism by persons known or unknown; for example, kicked-in doors, broken
windows, holes in walls, etc.

c. The applicant’s home, particularly the area where work is to be performed, needs to

be reasonably clean and free of obstacles prior to the commencement of work.

3. EHR Applicants that have been determined eligible for the program are required to
request services in person, in writing, or by telephone unless other arrangements have
been made.

4. EHR job orders will begin and end at the office. Maintenance mechanics or other field
personnel cannot take work orders. The decision to approve or deny requests belongs
to the Executive Director, or designee, and is final.
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5. EHR Limitations: The following limitations will apply to all applications received for this
program.

a.

The amount of repairs made under this program will be subject to the availability of
funds the Colville Tribal Business Council has provided annually.

Due to limited funding and the unknown amount of repairs requested on an annual
basis, continued work to make repairs will be contingent on funding availability.
The use of other funding sources and programs are anticipated in order to
accomplish as many work orders as possible within the budget.

6. EHR Selection and Priority Ratings:

a.

Priority “1”: Situations that pose an immediate health or safety hazard will be given
first priority.

Priority “2”: Conditions that cause a decline in the standard of living for the elder or
pose the threat of a future health or safety hazard will be given second priority.
Priority “3”: Projects will be given third priority where minor repairs and
improvements are needed but cause no threat to health or safety.

7. EHR Income and Eligibility Recertification: It is the responsibility of each participant in
this program to recertify income on an annual basis. EHR will be delayed or postponed
if income or household information has not been certified prior to a request for
services.

E. ABUSE OF PROGRAM: Misuse of this program or the misuse of these grant funds will result

in prosecution to the fullest extent of the law.

F. LEAD BASED PAINT POISONING PREVENTION ACT: CIHA will comply with the Lead Based

Paint Poisoning Prevention Act, 24 CFR Part 35 and 40 CFR Part 745 during work on all pre-
1978 built homes.
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